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geant got up in remembrance of Corneille in lieu of choosing
that of Camille.
During the absence of Mademoiselle Rachel her sister made
her debut at La Gaie'te, in " Le Canal St. Martin."
At her rentree on the 6th of September, the favorite again
found her Parisian public cold and sulky. The play was
" Virginie." The first act was received with indifference, but
the talent of the actress, her evident wish to please, dispelled
the cloud at last, and the plaudits were loud and prolonged.
It was, probably, an excellent thing for Rachel that she was
now never received at the very outset with premeditated ap-
plause, but was compelled to earn it by dint of talent and la-
bor. She was obliged to study, and dared not play carelessly.
In this month she appeared again in Phedre, a role she had
not acted for eighteen months. The improvement she had
made was already very perceptible, although she had not reach-
ed the perfection in it which she subsequently attained. The
house was filled to suffocation. This was the case now when-
ever Rachel was to play, otherwise the Theatre Franc&is was
a desert. There was no medium—the house was full or
empty. "Phedre" was much applauded, and the criticisms
of the feuilletons gave her great credit for her performance in
the difficult scene of the declaration, in that of the impreca-
tions against her muse, in the scene where she comes on to
die—in fact, in all the passages where there is more energy
than tenderness she was pronounced admirable.
On the 25th of October she again played on the boards of
the Opera House. The performance was for the benefit of
Massol, and the play was " Les Horaces." During the first
three acts the public was attentive, but encouraging; at the
fourth the applause was tremendous. The effect this fine
tragedy produced on the stage was partly attributable to the
superiority of its acoustic construction. This point is not so
much attended to where the house is not exclusively intended
for music, and it is a great pity it should be so, as the enjoy-
ment is much diminished at times by the difficulty of hearing
distinctly in every part of the house what is said on the stage.
"We have noted so minutely the fluctuations of public favor
and the difficulties against which the candidate is called to
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